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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 2, 4-16, 18-32 and 35-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by MOODY (U.S. Patent Publication 2003/0167310 A1). 

As to claim 18, MOODY teaches a method for threading e-mail messages, the 
method comprising: receiving a first e-mail message (electronic mail) (via a mail agent) 
(pg. 5-6, para. 0068); determining that the first e-mail message (electronic mail) is 
related to a second e-mail message (electronic mail) (via mail agent) (pg. 5-6, para 
0068), the second e-mail message received previously to the first e-mail message 
(wherein the first message is a reply to the second message); creating an e-mail thread 
(via generating a shadow document / setting parent child identifiers / conversational 
thread tree builder / electronic mail T thread summarization algorithm) (pg. 5, para. 
0064 - 0067; pg. 5-6, para. 0068; pg. 6, para 0070-0071 ; pg. 7, para. 0080-0084); and 
associating the e-mail thread with the first e-mail and the second e-mail (via generating 
a shadow document / setting parent child identifiers / conversational thread tree builder / 
electronic mail V thread summarization algorithm) (pg. 5, para. 0064-0067; pg. 5-6, 
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para. 0068; pg. 6, para 0070-0071 ; pg. 7, para. 0080-0084), the thread additionally 
including a persistent thread header (shadow document), the thread header having 
information (meta data) derived from attributes of at least one of the e-mails (pg. 5, 
para. 0064-0067). 

As to claim 4, MOODY teaches the persistent thread header includes a subject 
(subject) of the e-mail thread (pg. 5, para. 0066). 

As to claim 5, MOODY teaches the persistent thread header includes an 
originator of the e-mail thread (sender / receiver) (pg. 5, para. 0066). 

As to claim 6, MOODY teaches the persistent thread header includes indicia of 
the number of messages in the thread (via each category having a display count) (pg. 
11, para. 0109-0111). 

As to claim 7, MOODY teaches the persistent thread header includes a time that 
the e-mail thread was most recently updated (date) (pg. 5, para 0066). 

As to claim 19, MOODY teaches the steps of: receiving a third e-mail message 
(electronic mail); determining that the third e-mail message is related to the e-mail 
thread (via parsing the message to compare with threads); associating the third e-mail 
message with the e-mail thread (via updating the metadata); and updating the persistent 
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thread header to include information derived from attributes of the third e-mail message 
(pg. 5, para. 0064 - 0067; pg. 5-6, para. 0068; pg. 6, para 0070-0071 ; pg. 7, para. 
0080-0084). 

As to claim 20, MOODY teaches displaying information from the thread header in 
a user interface (pg. 7, para. 0077-0079). 

As to claim 21, MOODY teaches the displayed information is displayed in a color 
associated with a sender of the first e-mail (pg. 7, para. 0077-0079). 

As to claim 22, MOODY teaches the displayed information is displayed in a color 
associated with a sender of the second e-mail (pg. 7, para. 0077-0079). 

As to claim 23, MOODY teaches each sender of an e-mail (electronic mail) has 
an associated priority (different priority types), and the displayed information is 
displayed in a color associated with a sender having the highest priority (pg. 11, para. 
0109-0111). 

As to claim 24, MOODY teaches displaying information from at least one 
unthreaded e-mail message in the same user interface (via displaying the general folder 
or general mail) (pg. 11, para. 0109-0111). 
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As to claim 25, MOODY teaches displaying an expansion icon associated with 
the thread header in the user interface (icon buttons) (pg. 11, para. 0109-0111). 

As to claim 26, MOODY teaches responsive to a selection of the expansion icon, 
displaying information about each e-mail message associated with the thread in the 
user interface (via displaying the icon button of categories and allowing for a selection of 
the icon button) (pg. 11, para. 0109-0111). 

As to claim 27, MOODY teaches highlighting for selection an oldest unread e- 
mail message associated with the thread (via selecting a thread and highlighting all 
messages associated with a thread such that the user can select the oldest message) 
(pg. 10, para. 0101-0103). 

As to claim 28, MOODY teaches e-mail messages associated with the thread are 
displayed in a common color (via color-coding the subject of a message) (pg. 7, para. 
0077-0079). 

As to claim 29, MOODY teaches the first e-mail message is related to the second 
e-mail message if it is a reply to the second e-mail message (pg. 5, para. 0064 - 0067; 
pg. 5-6, para. 0068; pg. 6, para 0070-0071; pg. 7, para. 0080-0084). 
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As to claim 30, MOODY teaches the first e-mail message is a reply to the second 
e-mail message if a In-Reply-To field of a header of the first e-mail message identifies 
the second e-mail message (pg. 5, para. 0064 - 0067; pg. 5-6, para. 0068; pg. 6, para 
0070-0071; pg. 7, para. 0080-0084). 

As to claim 31 , MOODY teaches the first e-mail message is related to the second 
e-mail message if it includes a forward of the second e-mail message (pg. 5, para. 0064 
- 0067; pg. 5-6, para. 0068; pg. 6, para 0070-0071 ; pg. 7, para. 0080-0084). 

As to claim 32, MOODY teaches the first e-mail and the second e-mail are stored 
in different folders of a user's mailbox (different categories) (pg. 1 1 , para. 0108-01 1 1 ). 

As to claims 2, 8-12 and 35, reference is made to a system that corresponds to 
the method of claims 18, 4-7, and 19 and is therefore met by the rejection of claims 18, 
4-7 and 19 above. 

As to claims 13-16, 36 and 37, reference is made to a program product that 
corresponds to the method of claims 18, 4-7 and 1 9 and is therefore met by the 
rejection of claims 18, 4-7 and 19 above. 
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As to claims 38 and 39, reference is made to a system that corresponds to the 
method of claims 18 and 19 and is therefore met by the rejection of claims 18 and 19 
above. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over MOODY (U.S. Patent Publication 2003/01 6731 0 A1 ). 

As to claims 33 and 34, MOODY substantially discloses the invention above. 
However, MOODY does not explicitly teach that the different folders are the user's set 
items folder and personal items folder. MOODY teaches that e-mails are stored in 
different folders (categories) (pg. 1 1 , para. 0108-01 1 1 ). Official Notice is taken in that it 
is well known in the art that user's sent items and personal items folders are well known 
categories for an e-mail system and therefore would be obvious to one skilled in the art 
that the e-mail messages of MOODY are stored in the well known folders to associate 
and categorize e-mail messages. 



Conclusion 
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5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lewis A. Bullock, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3759. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng An can be reached on (571 ) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-91 97 (toll-free). X) 
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